72.   SPEECH AT MADURA

September 21, 1921

FRIENDS,

I thank you for these addresses this evening. We cannot attain
swaraj by presentation of ten thousand addresses even. It makes
me very sad to hear all this noise and I do not propose to tax
you with words which would tackle your patience. You say in
your addresses that this is a dhanna war. Demonstrations and
noise of this kind are against swaraj. I am sorry I came to Madura
to see all this babble. I hope your leaders will tell you what
your duty is for the attainment of swaraj. If you want dharma raj
in India you must work your spinning-wheel which is a sign of peace
and Hindu-Muslim unity. You should remove untouchability
because the religion does not allow it. You should see that
drinking is completely stopped. I hope your leaders would advise
on all these points*

The Hindu, 26-9-1921

73.   NOTES

BENGAL

Bengal is a big province, and the reader will not be surprised
if he finds these notes predominantly devoted to Bengal doings.
I have not hesitated to say in private conversations, that in point
of swadeshi, of all the provinces Bengal stands at the bottom. The
mass appearance in a Bengal village or town does not wear the
swadeshi stamp. Khadi is least in evidence in Bengal. But the
signs of a coming revival are not wanting. The charkha has not
taken deep root as yet, as it has done elsewhere. But it is be-
coming general everywhere. I saw it in its diminutive form at
Silchar and Sylhet. It is almost a toy. It is good enough for
spinning, but its yield is very little. It was more in evidence at
Ghittagong, and of a better type. They have devised an ingen-
ious little portable thing which the boys and girls like. It is neat,
beautiful and cheap. But like the Silchar pattern it does not
give as much yarn as the original type. In Barisal, on the other
hand, we saw a clever contrivance in which you move the wheel
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